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After these happenings, Gandhi was called to Delhi by the local
leaders. He agreed to proceed there after the hartal of April 6. He
reached Bombay on April 3, having received a wire from Banker
to be present there for the inauguration of satyagraha.
On the morning of April 6 the citizens of Bombay with Gandhi in
their midst flocked in their thousands to Ghowpati for a bath in the
sea, after which they moved slowly in an impressive procession. The
procession included women and children in large numbers.
During the day Gandhi made several speeches and he referred
poignantly to the Delhi incident: "It was a remarkable incident
that the people were sufficiently firm and self-possessed to hold a
mass meeting of 40,000 after the shooting incidents, and it covered
the Delhi people with glory. I have always emphasized that the
people who took part in the struggle against the Rowlatt Act will be
self-possessed and peaceful, but I have never said that the people
will not have to suffer. To the satyagrahis such suffering must be
welcome. Swami Shraddhanand has wired to me saying that four
Muslims and five Hindus have so far died, and that about twenty
people were missing and thirteen persons were in the hospital, being
badly wounded. For satyagrahis it was not a bad beginning. No
country had ever risen, no nation had ever been made^ without an
experiment of self-sacrifice."
The hartal in Bombay was a complete success. Full preparation
had been made for starting the movement. It was decided that civil
disobedience might be offered in respect of such laws only as easily
lent themselves to being disobeyed by the masses. Gandhi suggested
the sale of proscribed literature. Gandhi's Hind Swaraj and Sarvodaya,
which had been already proscribed, were handy for this purpose.
Gandhi and Mrs. Naidu went out in cars to sell the books. All
the copies were soon sold out. People willingly paid more than the
published price of the book which was four annas. As high as Rs. 50
were paid to Gandhi for one copy. The intending purchasers were
told that they were liable to be arrested and imprisoned for possess-
ing the proscribed literature. But they had shed all fear of jail-going.
The proceeds of the sale were utilized for furthering the civil
disobedience campaign.
An unregistered weekly, Satyagraha, edited by Mohandas Karam-
chand Gandhi^ was published every Monday at 10 s.m. and sold for
one pice. In the first issue appearing on April 7, Gandhi wrote: